
Baptism FAQ’s 
 
 
How do I go about scheduling a baptism? 

Scheduling takes place through the Parish Assistant (who consults with the Pastor).   
 
Are there any times better than others for baptisms? 

Yes.  It is preferred that baptisms be scheduled for non-communion Sundays and 
Celebration Sundays (Day of Epiphany, Day of Easter, Day of Pentecost … or ask Pr. 
John for others).  Nonetheless, it is no problem to schedule baptisms for dates when 
family members will already be in town, etc. 

 
Is childcare provided for the class? 

Yes.  Contact the church office at least 3 days prior to allow for the church to arrange 
the childcare. 

 
Is the Baptism Class required? 

Yes, with the exception of those who have already had a child baptized by Pastor 
John. 

 
If I’m unable to make the class, what do I do? 

Schedule a “tutorial” appointment with Pastor John. 
 
Does RLC do adult baptisms? 

Yes.  No problem. 
 
Is immersion an available option? 

Yes. 
 
Is a private baptism an option? 

This is an issue that will need to be pursued with Pastor John during the class. 
 
What about sponsors? 

Sponsors play the very important role of assuming the responsibility for “walking 
with” the individual as he/she grows in the faith.  Some individuals may be given the 
role as an honorary thing.  Nonetheless, someone must be present within that person’s 
life to assume the responsibility of raising him/her in the faith.  (With our 
increasingly mobile society, it is sometimes wise to have parents also serve as 
sponsors.)  There are no limit to the number of sponsors one may have.  If they are 
having a hard time thinking of someone to serve as a sponsor, the church may be able 
to help in thinking of someone. 
 
Sponsors are expected to participate in the Baptism class.  (If they cannot, consult 
Pastor John.) 
 



The following are the promises that the sponsors must feel comfortable with in 
committing to raise the individual in the faith: 

 
As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 
responsibilities: 

• to live with them among God’s faithful people, 
• bring them to the word of God and the holy supper, 
• teach them the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten 

Commandments, 
• place in their hands the holy scriptures, and 
• nurture them in faith and prayer, 

so that your child may learn to  
• trust God, 
• proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
• care for others and the world God made, and 
• work for justice and peace. 

 
Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life?  If so, 
please answer, “I do” individually. 
I do. 

 
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this person in the Christian faith as you 
are empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of 
baptism and in communion with the church?  If so, please answer, “I do” 
individually. 
I do. 

 


